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ABSTRACT

The theory of planned behavior is considered as the most famous theory of the

relationship of attitude and behavior and is applied in some behavioral areas. This

paper begins with the Ajzen (1985)’s TPB and focuses on its applicability in the

research of veterans’ intention of signing a DNR. Thus, the purpose of the study is to

understand the veterans’ intention of signing a DNR.

A total of 214 questionnaires were issued. There were 212 valid questionnaires

returned with a valid response rate of 99.06%. The empirical data was analyzed by

using SPSS 18.0 and LISREL 8.54 statistical software.

The results showed the following: firstly, of the 212 veterans, only 55 signed the

DNR. The veterans that did sign it hoped that the end of their lives would be dignified

and as free from pain as possible. However, the majority of veterans who did not sign

it did so because the DNR advocacy was not carried out well. There was insufficient

staff carry out the policy or plan effectively. Secondly, the veterans that did sign the

DNR had a positive attitude about signing it. Our findings suggest that with better

information provided to veterans, more would be willing to sign the DNR. Thirdly,

behavioral intentions, attitude, subjective norms, and perceived behavioral control



could impact on the decision by veterans to sign the DNR. Fourth, the Structural

Equation Model validation results show that veterans that signed the DNR’s

“behavioral intention” were impacted by the positive effects of “attitude” and

“perceived behavioral control”.

We suggest that practitioners be provided with educational DNR courses to better

help patients to prepare for their passing away in a dignified and respectful way.
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